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Press Release 

For immediate publication     
 

 

Bafang and MTB Olympic Champion Bart Brentjens 

forge development and sponsorship partnership 
 

Together they will develop a victory-ready  

E-MTB for the American Eagle brand, to 

compete in the newly-formed UCI electric 

mountain bike racing class. And in the run-up 

to the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, Bafang 

become team sponsors for one of the world’s 

most successful Elite XC teams. 
 

 

Wijchen, Netherlands / Suzhou, China, 10th January 2019 – Bafang is marking the 

start of the 2019 MTB racing season by becoming the first ever manufacturer of 

pedelec drive systems to sponsor the UCI World Cup. What’s more, they are doing so 

at the very highest level: the ‘CST sandd. Bafang Mountainbike Racing Team’ is 

truly world class when it comes to wins, podium places and Championship titles. 

 

 
Agreed with a handshake – left Bart Brentjens, right Jack Brandsen. Photo: Bafang 
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This level of performance is simply a continuation of the example set to the team, which 

was founded in 2008, by its captain Bart Brentjens (Netherlands), first with his World 

Championship title (1995 in Kirchzarten, Germany), but above all with his Gold Medal 

victory in MTB at the Olympic Games of 1996 in Atlanta, USA. 

 

Bafang’s commitment extends well beyond simple sports sponsorship. The e-bike drive 

system specialists based in Suzhou (China), have agreed an intensive development 

collaboration with Bart Brentjens’ MTB brand American Eagle, with the aim of 

producing an E-MTB capable of competing at the highest level – tuned and ready to 

race in the World Championships for the new ‘E-Mountain Bike’ class, which was 

recently announced by cycle sport’s world governing body, the UCI. The 

Championships will be contested in late August 2019 in Mont St. Anne, Canada. 

 

Demonstrating Bart Brentjens’ total commitment to this project is the fact that an 

additional development engineer has already joined his team: Kjell van den Boogert 

(Netherlands). But driving technical innovations is just one of his duties; as a former 

UCI World Championships Junior rider he will also compete himself in the 2019 E-MTB 

race season. 

 

 
 

Bafang M500 – the super-powerful mid motor 

 

A key element in Bafang and American Eagle’s future racing success is the M500 drive 

system. Its nominal power rating of 250 watts reflects the universal legal limit for 

pedelecs, but with its impressive 95 Newton metres of torque, the key factor when it 

comes to dynamic ride performance, it leaves most of its competitors far behind.  
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Other advantages include a motor weight of just 3.3kg and an ISIS bottom bracket to 

be combined with a high quality crankset. Bafang can supply a wide variety of displays 

to use with the system, and also an inTube battery pack integrated into the downtube. 

Battery capacity will be decided to comply with the UCI rules for E-MTB racing, the 

details of which have not yet been announced.  

 

“At Bafang we are delighted to have agreed both this intensive collaboration to develop 

highly-competitive e-mountain bikes AND to be supporting one of the most successful 

Elite MTB teams in the world as sponsors. For me this is a perfect example of a win-

win situation – and one which we hope will pay off soon with race wins!”, said Jack 

Brandsen, Europe General Manager for Bafang Electric Motor Science Technology 

B.V., at the contract signing at Bafang’s Netherlands office in Wijchen. 

 

Bart Brentjens added: “I have always been someone who wants to develop new things 

and bring them to fruition. This is a tremendous step forwards which will bring fresh 

energy to our team and our sport. I have a really good feeling about both the upcoming 

UCI World Championship and the current popularity of e-bikes in general: this is going 

to be a hugely rewarding new challenge.” 

 

Download hi-res photos: Dropbox/Bafang_Brentjens MTB Racing Team 

 

 

Press Contacts: 

Europe: Christian Allmendinger, Uwe Weissflog 
inMotion mar.com 
Email: chris.allmendinger@inmotionmar.com, info@inmotionmar.com 
Tel: +49 711 351 640-93 / -91 
 
 
International: Jack Brandsen 
Bafang Electric Motor Science-Technology B.V. 
Email: jbrandsen@bafang-e.com 
Tel: +31 852 737 102 
 
 
Web links: www.mountainbikeracingteam.com / americaneagle.online 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BrentjensMountainbikeRacingTeam 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wuneramzyo4nega/AACjUCG9Wpz_iVmvAHOY8HxSa?dl=0
mailto:chris.allmendinger@inmotionmar.com
mailto:info@inmotionmar.com
mailto:jbrandsen@bafang-e.com
http://www.mountainbikeracingteam.com/
https://americaneagle.online/
http://www.facebook.com/BrentjensMountainbikeRacingTeam
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About BAFANG: www.bafang-e.com 

 
Bafang, one of Asia’s leading manufacturers of e-mobility components and complete  
e-drive systems, has been developing components and complete systems for electric  
vehicles since 2003. Currently Bafang has a yearly manufacturing capacity of up to one 
million motors and systems for e-bikes and electric kick scooters. 
 
The company focuses on all global e-mobility trends of the future: be it as an individual  
e-bike, e-kick scooter or for public bike sharing schemes.  
 
Bafang employs more than 450 staff worldwide in four locations. The head office,  
development and manufacturing center is based in Suzhou, near Shanghai. 
Bafang has Sales and Service Centres in the Netherlands, in the USA and in Germany. 
 
This release is issued by Bafang Electric (Suzhou) Co., Ltd. which retains the ultimate 
responsibility for the content. 
 

https://www.bafang-e.com/en.html

